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&c., find a library of about five hundred volumes. Tho bookB are UBod, by nil 
the patients who desire the privilege, in their own rooms. * * * * I may 
mention, na an evidence of the interest that has been manifested by tho patients 
in mcutal occupation, a weekly periodical called The Pearl, whioh was issued 
by ono of them, with such assistance ns ho could procuro in the family, during 
a part of the past year. It was well filled with original and selected matter— 
tho contributions of tho patients and their friends—and illustrated with neatly 
executed drawings, by ono of tho former, A few liavo taken considerable 
intorcat in tho subject of phonography; and ono has mndo suoh progress in tho 
study, ns to bo able to read it with facility. * * * * Tho amusements 
with which they have heretofore beon furnished, suoh as exhibitions with tho 
inngio lantern, games and puzzles of different kinds, have beon continued 
during tho past year.” 

P. E. 


Art. XXI ,—Hints on the Medical Examination of Recruits for the Army, and 
on the Discharge of Soldiers from the Service on Surgeon’s Certificate. Adapt¬ 
ed to the Service of the United States. By Thomas Henderson, M. D., Assist¬ 
ant Surgeon, U. S. Army, late Professor of tho Theory and Praotice of 
Medicine in Columbian Collego, D. C., etc. A new edition, revised, by 
Bicuard II. Coolidge, M. D., Assistant Surgoon U. S. Army. 12mo. pp. 
211. Philadelphia, 1850. Lippincott & Co. 

The first edition of these hints was received with marked favour. They were 
acknowledged, by thoso for whose instruction they were mainly intended, os 
an excellent compendium of the important and responsible duties of tho Army 
Burgeon, in the passing of reoruits, and the dischargo of soldiers from tho 
service on account of ill health or physical disability. 

Dr. Henderson was aualified in an eminent dogreo for tho preparation of a 
work of the oharaoter of the ono beforo us, ns well from the extent of his general 
medical acquirements, as from tho experience he had acquired as a medical 
officor of the army, during upwards of twenty years of faithful service. Pre¬ 
viously to bis death, which happened two years ago, he was ongaged in the 
preparation of tho present improved and onlnrged edition, which has received 
a further revision at the hands of Dr. Coolidge, and is published in accordance 
with tho known wish of tho author. 

Tho work, though primarily intended for the uso of the army surgeon, can¬ 
not fail, however, to interest and instruct the medical praotitioner whoso sphere 
of duties is ciroumsoribed within the limits of civic life. Ho may bo called 
upon to certify to tho freedom from diseaso or from any marked predisposition 
to disease, in applicants for life ineuranco or annuity, or in candidates for 
admission into bonefloial Moieties,,and from the volumo of Dr. Henderson he 
may find a few useful hints to direct him in his examination. Nor is tho 
physician, in his course of civlo praotice, entirely exempt from occasions whon 
his judgment may bo domandod to detect feigned from real disease or infirmity. 
Cases occasionally happen in whioh diseaso or infirmity is assumed to obtain 
exemption from servico on juries, or tho cancelling of indentures by appren¬ 
tices; to impose on bonefioial associations, or to enjoy the benefits conferred by 
charitablo institutions. In suoh cases tho work before us will assist him in 
his examination. 

Thoro is a curious circumstance connected with tho subject of feigned disease 
whioh is not noticed by Dr. Henderson, it having no immediate connection with 
either of the questions discussed by him. We allude to a disposition,that is 
occasionally mpt with in individuals to represent themselves as tho subjects of 
eomo strange and anomalous,molndy. Wo do not allude to those instances of 
monomania in whioh tho patients actually imagine themsolves to be labouring 
under certain diseases of whioh they present no symptoms, but where much 
trouble and occasionally some ingenuity is practised to invent circumstances 
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confirmatory of the malady under which they pretend to Inhour. Wo have met 
with instances in which persons pretended that thoy passed daily an amount 
of sabulous matter by tho akin, or largo masses of limo per urethrnm, or that 
they vomited insects, or voided small animals from tho bowels, and carefully 
invented tho circumstances whioh they supposed necessary to confirm their 
statements. In none of these cases have we been ablo to detect any other 
motive for the deception than a desire, perhaps, in tho individuals to render 
themselves objects of wonder and attention. They neither solicited alms, nor 
censed to follow their ordinary occupations, by which one or moro of them 
supported their family quite comfortably. They wore nil very ignorant persons, 
of weak intellects, and extremely credulous. D. F. C. 


Art. XXII.— Des Fhcnomcnes de Contraction Musculaire observes chez des Indi- 
vidus qui sont Succombe d la suite du Cholera ou de la Fibre Jaime. Par 
Georoe IIenry Brandt, M. D. Th&se pour lo Doctoraten M6decine, presence 
et soutenuo it la Faculty do M6decino de Paris, lo 21 Aoflt, 1855. 4to. pp. 46. 
Paris, 1855. 

O/i the Cause of the Muscular Contraction observed in the Bodies of those who die 
of Cholera and Yellow Fever. By G. II. Brandt, M. D. A thesis presented 
to tho Faculty of Modicino of Paris for the Degrco of Doctor in Medicine. 

TnE muscular movements which are often observed to occur after death in 
the bodies of those who have fallen victims to tho cholera or yellow fever, 
would appear to be of a special character; thoy are unquestionably of a dif¬ 
ferent character from those wo obBervo at the moment of death, as well as from 
thoso which occasionally tnko plnco upon tho occurrence of tho endnverio 
rigidity. 

Although tho occurrence of very marked muscular contractions of tho limbs 
and oven of the trunk, after death from cholera, is noticed by many of those 
who have described tho disease during its wide epidemic sprend since tho year 
1818, and tho samo phenomenon is stated to havo beon frequently observed 
after death from yellow fever, by writors of unquestionable authority, no one 
appears to havo attempted to explain tho causo of its occurrence, or even to 
examine into tho particular oircurastancos undor which it usually, or invariably 
takes place. It was not until tho year 1849, that this phenomenon attracted 
any further attention, than tho simple record of its not unfrequeDt occurrence, 
when Dr. Brown-S6quard first pointed out some of the leading circumstances 
which favour its manifestation,, and subsequently attempted to explain its 
nature and cause.. The observations made by this gentleman in 1854, in tho 
large cholera hospital of the Island Maurico, of whion ho had tho solo charge, 
have,, he assures us, furnished him with additional proofs of the correctness of 
the viows originnlly advanced by him five years previously. 

According to Dr. B.-S6quard, the.muscular movements referred to nro always 
restricted to caRea in which tho individuals, of great physical vigour, have died 
within twenty-four hours from the commencement of tho attack of cholera, and 
without having experienced paroxysms of cramp sufficiently violent or numer¬ 
ous to exhaust muscular irritability. The threo oiroumstances, therefore, 
whioh,.according to his observations, favour the production of muscular move¬ 
ments in tho dead from cholera, are— 

1. Strongly developed muscular forco. 

2. Short duration of the disease. 

3. Absence, of oramps, or, when present, slight or of short duration. 

All theso circumstances being united, the muscular movements after death 
are tho most marked. Most frequently tvro only of them occur, namely, the first 
and second. . It is soldom, indeed, that robust individuals are attacked with 
severe cholerio symptoms, without tho occurrence of violent cramp, but as in 
theso cases death occurs early, tho cramp, though severe, does not lost suffi- 



